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and the ranches and sma11ho1dinss of the adjacent Kinangop 
town is an asricul.tural cen.tre both for the l.ake shore farms 

Na:l.va.sha heavily deP.endent upon lake water for irrigation. 
has given way this century to settled asricul.ture which is 

Cattle waterin~ by Maasai inhabitants of its hinterl.and. 
human the It has al.ways been of economic val.ue to 

capital, Nairobi. 
It lies about 100km to the north of the Valley lakes. 

the highest and most fresh of the eastern Rift sea level, 

2 
approximately 150 km area, at an altitude of ·1a90 m above 

a cl.osed· freshwater l.ake be,sin of Lake Naivasha is 
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about 4 years at the turn of the century so that when 

continuous recording commenced in 1908 the l.eve1 was 1894 m 

Levels then declined in a drought which lasted for time. 

than any l.evel. since that 
Ase JU. Al. (Sikes 1936, 1899 m a.s.1. (above sea level) 

1986)~ which is some 10 m greater 

approximately present-dai- 1evels, then dried out for a short 
period of perhaps not more than 100 years at around 3000 
B. P. For th·e l.ast 3000 years, .variations in di:atoms from the 
core indicate that the lake has fl.uctuated considerably with 
levels generally bel.ow .those of the present day. However, 
at the end o~ last century the writin11:s of the European 
travellers indicate that the lake l.eve1 must have been 
rising· between the years 1880 to 1895 to a maximum he.ight of 

to fell level lake For the next 1,500 years the 

maintained for several thousand years, to about 5,700 B.P., 

indicated by a stable p1anktonic diatom assemblage in the 

basal 3 m of the lake core (Richardson & Richardson 1972). 

These high lake levels were present hei11:ht. to its 
Njorowa 11:or11:e at the south of Naivasha and cutting the lip 

overflowing it was more than 100 m hi&:her than present, 

following a period of maximum aridity between 15,000 and 

13,000 B.P. (Street & Grove (1972)). Nilsson (1939) 11:ave the 

level as about 40 m higher than the present lake, whilst 
Bishop (1971) and Richardson & Richardson (1972) suggested 

(Before Present), existed around 10,000 and 12,000 B.P. 

these studies that the former climate of the Rift was far 

wetter than the present-day and that a much larger lake 

There is agreement from (Richardson & Richardson 1972). 
examination of cores from the deepest part of the lake 

recently, most and Washbourne 1967) Nilsson 1939, 
(Leakey 1931, Elementaita, levelling of ancient shorelines 

Evidence concernin11: climates and lake levels prior to last 
century has come from cave excavations to the south of lake 

immediately before the arrival of the first Europeans when 

the lake was completely dry ( Sikes 1_936, Edmondson 1977). 

there was a period according to Maasai oral history, 

that it is the habit of enormous numbers of wild duck. 
These literally cover considerable areas at certain seasons 
of the year" (Thompson 1885). Its earliest record is that, 

One remarkable ·characteristic is Hippopotami are numerous. 
thou11:h fish ••.. "there are ·no papyrus-fringed lake", 
as "a it described Thompson In 1885, centuries. 

The lake has only a short written history, though known to 
Maasai and other original inhabitants of the Rift Valley for 

History of the Lake 

- Sonachi - with an area about 0.2 km 
2 

western shore lies an isolated, highly alkaline, crater lake 

separated by papyrus swamp but is connected to 

of high water levels. Within 3 km of the 

southern end, 

.it at times 
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