
ABSTRACT 

Cohesion’ is a growing concern for policy makers and society and this raises questions for the role of 

schools. This mini-report asks how, and whether, schools should respond. We draw on academic and 

policy research, think-pieces and perspectives from the LKMco Big Debate 2016 ‘Can Schools Make 

Societies More Cohesive?’ and ask: 1. What is social cohesion? 2. What influences levels of social 

cohesion? 3. What are schools currently doing to improve social cohesion? 4. How can schools make 

society more cohesive? 5. What stands in the way of schools doing more? 6. What barriers do schools 

face in doing more? 


